THE THIRD DECADE 



4 *^ 



iV'. 









— =4 Zj3 



REPORT FROM DALLAS: THE ASK SYMPOSIUM. NOVEMBER 14-16. 1991 

by 

Martin Shackelford* 



Though we were 400 rather than 400.000. it was, remarked Larry “^-ris. "the 
research equivalent of Woodstock.- The first day consisted of scouting Healey 

Plaza and surroundings, registration, bus tours and a Book Fair. Days two and thr 
wlJroaJked wUh panel dis^ and presentations, some information familiar, s^e 

a:rrS.bU. In gliding'’ o.er the 

reader is familiar with Best Evidence . Crossfire , Mafia Kmgfish , Conspira ^ or un_, 

^Two^bl^ks^T^ Dealey Plaza, with a model in the Book Fair area of the Plaza on 
November 22 1963, surrounded by assassination literature and researchers, and 

SS^ded time to time by useful slide/video presentations by Robert Gr 2 ^, we 

on Day Two. encouraging “S all to work together to 
solveThe "caTe. Cyril Wecht followed with a rousing keynote address, j" 
noted that “The MenWoTTTTed Kennedy" aired in ^5 countries before a U.S. o t 
could be found for it. Then came the panels and research presentations, each 

followed by a question and answer session. rraio 

Attendees^ included Canadians Ulric Shannon and Peter Whitoey, ^ 

Ciccone Nathan Sull from Buffalo. N.Y.. veterans Wallace Milam and John Judge, 
journalist Jerry Policoff, and Robert Sam Anson, who badly misreported the conference 

in the December 2 U^S . News and World Report . , , -a tho 

The first panel consisted of eyewitnesses. Malcolm Summer y tV. r^nr^ad 

first shot, the Secret Service looked at the ground; Sumners ran to the railroad 
yards after the shots, and was stopped by a man in a topcoat 

to the Postal Annex and saw several hispamcs speed away frw the , hullet had 

Chevrolet. Jean Hill told her familiar story, noting that she was told a bullet had 
struck at heFTeeTT" Supporting testimony was given by E^ and Wayne Hartma jin. who 
had run down Main Street to the Plaza when they heard sRots, saw an 8 or 9 f 
furrow in the grass, pointing Southeast (away 

bv a policeman that a bullet had made it. They said the FBI later told them a skui i 
fragment had made the furrow, id Hoffman repeated his account of a gunman on the 

®’^““Aub?el^Rike mentioned 6 or 8 false ambulance calls in the Dealey Plaza area in 
the 2 or " /wielci prior to Nov. 22; he said the "epileptic" they picked up at Elm and 

Houston that day had hit his head, but showed no signs of having /^nnprf'^Vnd^two 
he saw the President's body at Parkland, the tracheotomy cut was jaQDed and two 

inches lonl When he lifted the head, he felt a jagged wound edge at the Jack of the 
head, as well as brain matter. He said that some of the autopsy photos show what e 
sfw/ but some don't. He added that he followed the hearse with the casket, which 

°s7idi;Si at Bathesda the Bresidanfs right a,a was sean to be 
pushedFUt of itT socket, the orbit fractured and the volnar crashed, but there was 
very little facial damage. He said that he saw no hole in the 

he was working at the head with Boswell. Dr. George Burkley was in giving 

orders to the doctors, yelling and screaming at people, and generally disrupting 

procedures. O'Connor said that 60 or 70 people were in the autopsy room and the 

adjoining participate in the Eyewitness Panel were w7fe^^and 

who canceled, Beverly Oliver and Phil Willis, who were ill, and Phil s wife and 
daughter, who were with him. 
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Conmission^fVn?ing^s\^^^Jim^Marrs*’Sitt^^^^^ endorsement of the Warren 

and Larry Harris noted thaT i"! nf the 3 knnll n * S^^^sy knoll was getting crowded. 
^ pdenllTrthat. through the fflms “we\ave^^^^ positively identified. 

SF: Michael Baden as saying orivatelv that all become witnesses.- He quoted 

photos show three people on the 

photo, the Hughes and Bronson films) . ° ^ (the uncropped Dillard 

which the government said^Oswald ^ DDare ntV*^1 Presentation. He showed a photo 
his friends. He pointed out a wri¥t scar and two of 

the same wrist of the figure in the LckvaJd nhJtnc appeared on 

wristwatch (White did, Oswald didn't) An FBI ^rpn^;^ a 

three have turned up soTar 

Department, tTe cIa "m^tary^^intelli Hosty's ties to the Treasury 

Revill, of Dallas Police^ iiftelliciilcr"'^haH^"‘^- that Jack 
representative locally of LEIU Via®u similar ties, including being the 

source of his earlV infVmaUon or OsJIlo'''“?."' '"«'»sence Unit), ?he polsibll 
morning of Nov. 22 with Ireasor/ agent Vrsnk^ ElUwSh'''(“ “S''-','' "““"S on the 
Hosty later said was the agent^on® the knoin^ l^a ^ lookalike whom 

Powell, who aided searches V the Jailroad^’Lrd/ ^^ent James 

involved in finding the rifle. railroad yards and Book Depository, and was 

that ^ » fli PSible Denial and speculated 

admission that Oswald was never ^in’Mp^*ir^r°l*'^^‘^u noteTDiTid Phillips' 1975 

involved in an anti-Castro group with SaJ. Cole aJId aip® «« 

of the Bay of Pigs operation. ^ ^ Alexander Haig, which was a part 

Mexico^ty^t^"‘^r^ti^a‘L’d‘^JaS‘^ documents; Jerry focusing on the 

recalling the spelling of his mothet's^SSJ^ had trouble 

other unlikely errors.^ t er s name, whether New Orleans was in Texas, and 

about a welk aft^r^ thTT^sslS^on ^ h^^ a Mexico City newspaper, 

cropp|P. nnd ?t ins pho?p «sS" 

San Francisco's Hal Verb reported tal kino with^a^fafiS”^ ^ 1 °'" ^ ^°<^^^ion near it. 

New York office, who~recaTT?d rLeivinn » nw® employee of The Militant's 
which he later recalled when the Oswald backla^ nLt rifleTn-t he mail, 

consequences if it was found in thrMili?aJf Sf^p k the 

°''"';?nre?nVi:g.7'',r ^"°“= 

ongoing research. Tom wf?son° was°"chipr^'^rio'*t^ • /”"?*• ‘"ajor presentation of 

Pittsburgh when he w5i"assT^ to deve oJ an Tn.aol“n ^" 9 meer for U.S. Steel in 
flaws in metal ingots passing on thp a™ki processing system able to detect 

curious about the JFK a«aVs"na?L after ^^88. he became 

elements of the official story He decided tn t,. raised questions in his mind about 

on images of the assassination. ®®‘^’‘*ed to try using his image processing system 

resoI«d'«*^}egM h™i7l‘dc°7«iu7„' proved l\'"’we?o'''V''lne're 7"' *''7 

case. I„ tbe Utter. W,U„„ e„ecess?„.ly P^edUUd^^^!^re^lC^.Ur^i^e‘? ■ 
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confinn. The system, its uses in the two cases, and other possible applications are 
>e.er,thins In the »''}>>1' »P«7" Jre^aSjJrn iSJ*" pHoto. th. Zaprudnr. 

H. : aS 

fhose «sluT ".niTo't r*a°.rirabU Sn’afWr tPe reUasa of the fila. -OFK.- par 

''’"^S’tnriSoonn.n photo. WtUon foond a .an in tha ;B««9™"- 

badga-shapad piaca of metal jPPP'''"9 "" 'The'ma^had br^^eyes and sideburns, parted 
the bddgc wds d rectdriQulsr I.D. bdd9 • i owo Thp riaht eve was obscured 

binoculars, and another with a •camera-lika davice . In frw i, Busina 

Arnold with his home-movie camera, f!"*"' the inomalous shape 

:?gh?'?aaTLsT;? tie corner 0 ? Jha knoll' fence (House Cmnuittee acoustic position) 

Cr “ S" idenJ?f"?:S'it 

SrbliS;“??4d'TJh1 Jp°r“?,^;;“;ho*o\er> on t'r^edT^Je 

the back of the neck, above the "»r«„„r Also visi^^^^^^ was a large exit 

?^5^t^^refr?^a‘reri’e^S^™a:« yet With Zapruder frame 

numbers). y^onc^i autopsy photo, Wilson located the front * 5 °”^ 

one-third from the (President's) left within the bLn 

;SIt the area above the right eye didn't read as flesh and aP^Pareji^t^^^ 

ohotos He found alterations of the rear head photo, concealing g . .. 

SSuJd!* The alterations were apparent from the difference in gray level around the 

"^‘‘^'CnsL^^/oi^Vd^JacrWhVte in declaring the Oswald backyard photo a opposite 
using Sid's face. enough%ight had penetrated the overlay and 

r-ofiErtPri back to allow viewing of a fuzzy image of the original face, which had a 
K5 r'ight t^.0. The right v^rs’t had a pro'nounc’ed blemish not visible on photos of 
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‘“"Smin .uo traced the '"-per- skull f repeat ^Yenmlon 

ITt, \‘11Z '„V the’U«s/ed J4es being J<scussed.^and^N 4-“4»“,rtlSn 

follincln" "nrSllg ^^hjl w\c£ and th« the”i»e 5 e 

'^‘"STThnee. began . 1 th the Ruhy Panel « 

rf;v^^^:^n^^“:o"t?:nh;t’Vt”hl;s/^ 

Schweitzer College and ended ^en report'” his Informant 

was still providing them with useful 1 Q 63 this category of his income 

fees to the IPS as "“'s'' . 'eVested ?n ig^fdKg In.estlgatlon 

doubled or tripled, she noted. When in charge of the FBI 

of Chicago’s Leon Cooke murder case, the city s ^ 

office was Guy Banister. She got a standing ovation for 'J^°nVlla 5 to New Orleans 
“oin Da.ls sunmarlzed Puby's igVg me“ In? at K« 

5 cfioo 1 clasTmates at the University of Texas in Austin. mentioned a 

left-to-rlght b«d tut" in the^Ute ^{tj^noi^l^ernoting that Bill Alexander 
Slr^a'S’lt to the iMMCulate b”nc^Ptlon: 'j“'' >4 b'lleve in it |fJ 4 “ ^on^Jj 
rS d'f'nded“th"e%K llmln^the shot at-Z-236/237. He said the 
'’"VhS°’He 0 l’ca‘l^ 5 ?:enori“anel' b'e^n L^th'-pa.ld tlfton's outline of his theory 

:: :::: ::: 

CIA. ^b’JTfi'-n' d^s^i'ss?: K^M’po'Cfe^ 

g?5?ng"rcVp'Sinrie?^Srsli'tta^^^^ HSiefbuTlSate o'nes” “ b^o" 

^ Jim Marrs played the traditional fictional detective, and 9 ®there^\?; fit 
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pointed out that Hoover had ordered the FBI into the case before anyone Invited or 
ordered the Bureau to participate. He also mentioned reports that LBJ had his own 

personal ^hitvi^ fingered the Mafia, with allies in U.S. intelligence and anti-Castro 
groups^ Bob Dorff underlined the military. Dorff, along with Jim Oliver, Joe NicK 
Patoski, T^iTTMarra, Dave Tucker and Gary Shaw performed the important role of 

moderators during the sessions. _ . -i * 

“Research Investigation," the evening presentation and final event of the 
conference (except for some discussion of how to conduct the next one, scheduled for 
October 21-25, 1992; call 512-467-7979 for information), presented the work of legal 
investigator John Craig , writer Phillip Rogers , and forensic artist Lois Gibson. 

Craig suppi ies undercover operatives to police agencies, worked as an 
investigator for Charles Harrelson’s defense team, and once employed Harrelson s 
brother. Rogers is working with Craig on a book about Houston's most^ notorious 
unsolved murder case, from Father's Day 1965. Gibson is the nation s leading 
forensic artist, has worked on cases in 30 states, and made 2000 sketches (composites 
from witness descriptions and facial reconstructions from skulls to identify 
victims), with a success rate of 40S, the highest in her field. As their focus was 
on the Houston case, the assassination information they discovered was incidental, 
and they decided to present it for JFK researchers to pursue (as Houston s Jerry 

Hogan and others are already doing). l 

Craig and Rogers' book will focus on the murder of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rogers by 
their son Charles. When police were sent to the home by a suspicious cousin three 
days later, Charles slipped out a back window and disappeared. His parents 
dismembered bodies were found in the kitchen refrigerator. A week after Rogers 
vanished, the active police investigation of the case was halted by Houston s ponce 

^^^^^When the National Crime Information Computer (NCIC) went on line in 1967, 
Houston submitted a "wanted fugitive" form to seek assistance in locating and 
capturing Rogers, but the FBI failed to enter the data. Learning of this only in 
1991 from Craig and Rogers, they twice re-submitted the information, assuming an 
error had been made, but the Justice Department blocked entry, flatly refusing to 
cooperate. This baffled Sgt. Jim Binsford, the Houston Police investigator. Houston 
Police forensic artist Lois Gibson began to work with Craig and Rogers on the case. 

The team had learned some surprising things about Charles Rogers. His mother 
had told family members that Charles was in Dallas on November 22, 1963, then went 
into hiding in Central America for five months. The murder occurred shortly after 
she talked about confronting Charles about his involvement in the assassination. 

Inside the Rogers house, police found a sophisticated shortwave radio system, 
and a Colt pistol manufactured without a serial number, from a lot made for the U.S. 
government. Rogers had no apparent job after 1957, but never lacked for money. He 
wouldn't talk about what he did for a living and allowed no photos of himself. He 
maintained several post office boxes, and used several aliases, including Richard 

Montoya, and Rojas. ... 

Rogers was 41 in 1963. His father (like Lee Oswald's uncle) had been a bookie 
in the (Maceo branch) Mafia family of Carlos Marcello. His uncle's best friend was 
the father of professional hit man Charles Harrelson, now in federal prison for the 
assassination of federal Judge John Hood. Rogers tested at the genius level, and 
during World War Two was a cryptographer in the Office of Naval Intelligence, 
reportedly also an excellent shot. A linguist, he became a graduate student in 
nuclear physics after the war. 

Also a pilot, he joined the Civil Air Patrol in the 1950s, while a seismologist 
for Shell Oil. Through joint exercises with the New Orleans CAP, he met David 
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Ferric, with whom he later flew anti-Castro missions over Cuba, and others in Central 
Ani 0 T*i cd 

Recruited in 1956 by the CIA, he remained with Shell Oil until 1957. For a time 
he was a pilot for Air America, the CIA proprietary in Southeast Asia. A film frame 
published in Henry Hurt's Reasonable Doubt , which shows Oswald distributing 
pro-Castro leaflets in New Orleans, may show Rogers at the far left edge, his jacket 
slung over his shoulder; allegedly also in the photo are CIA operatives Frank Belcher 
and Leroy Young, as well as a fourth man discussed below, Chauncey Holt. 

Shown the "three tramps" photos from Dealey Plaza, friends of Rogers in Houston 
readily identified “Frenchy" as Rogers. After he "vanished" in 1965, he was involved 
in the Phoenix (assassination) Program in Viet Nam, and the 1967 search for guerillla 
leader Che Guevara in Bolivia. While in Houston, he had used Winterland Skating Rink 
as a "comnunications drop." the rink that David Ferrie drove to after the 

assassination. , ^ i.,-. 

In 1975, Rogers was declared legally dead for the purposes of probating his 
parents' will, but he was reported in Guatemala in 1986, working on Iran-contra 
support activities. Intelligence sources have told Craig that Rogers is still alive, 
but decline to say where. 

Lois Gibson studied the points of identification on existing photos of ^Rogers 
(from“TiTgh scfiool and World War Two), and agreed that he was identical with 
"Frenchy." She identified the "tall tramp" as Charles Voyde Harrelson, the hit man 

mentioned above. . . •, j.-. 

By the age of 25, Harrelson had been an award-winning California encyclopedia 

salesman, but became involved in crime, and by 1963 was on probation for amed 
robbery, while part owner of a Dallas gun shop. He knew Charles Rogers since 
childhood, and an anti-Castro activist (another Oswald lookalike) named John Mason. 
By 1968, Harrelson had been charged several times with murder- for-hi re, finally being 
convicted and sent to prison for Judge Wood's 1979 assassination. When arrested, he 
told police he had been involved in the Kennedy assassination, a claim he had also 
made to the man who hired him. Shown the tramps photo, said Penn Jones Jr., he ‘^old 
one researcher "Yeah, that's me," but denied doing any shooting. Since then, he has 

denied being the man in the photos. ... . n. u • 

After reading about the renewed Rogers investigation, a man named Chauncy Marvin 
Holt, a self-described "career criminal," came forward and identified himself as the 
"old tramp." The same age as Rogers, Holt also tests at the genius level, and is a 
talented artist. As a pilot in World War Two, he was court-martialed several times. 
Following the war, he said, he was recruited by hit man Bob Zwick into the Licavoli 
crime family (tied to the Bonnanno family) in Detroit. He became acquainted with 
Peter Licavoli, the Mafia boss who later retired to Grace Ranch in Arizona. Holt 
said he was sent to Havana as an accountant for Meyer Lansky, and there met Santos 

Trafficante. ^ « 

Lansky, he said, then got him a job with a CIA front, the International Rescue 
Committee (discussed in Robert Scheer and Warren Hinkle's July 1965 Ramparts article 
"The 'Vietnam Lobby'", reprinted in Ramparts Vietnam Primer in 1966 ). During this 
period. Holt worked as a master forger (he showed the investigators a boxful of 
impressive forgeries), producing fake stock certificates for Lansky and Licavoli. He 
obtained a job at the nation's leading badge company in California, which made the 
badges for all Federal agencies, as well as many state and local ones. This made it 
easier for him to provide fraudulent I.D. 

Holt stated that he met Richard Montoya (Charles Rogers) in 1959. In 1963, he 
went to New Orleans, providing Oswald with his phony "Hidell" I.D. and anti-Castro 
leaflets for some staged incidents (in which he described Oswald as a reluctant 
participant, sure nobody would buy it). Boxes of the leaflets were later found among 
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Banister's possessions. In the film frame of Oswald leafletting (above). Holt 
h 4 mc»if « the man at the far right edge, and Lois Gibson confirmed this. 

^ ^ In late November 1963, said Holt, he drove an Oldsmobile station **39on from 
Grace Ranch to Dallas, accompanied by Mob hit man Charles Nicoletti (named y ° ^ 
one of Kenneoys osseesins; Jolt .(s ouspecteO of having 

;;5srVo '"st'aV"7n“,tcr\ar ii” ^Vh°aV ir-r b“’ya on 

pro-Lstroitesf and met with anti-Castro militants Orlando Bosch, Homer Echeverna 

and Antonio Yeclana, who supplied them with guns. 

The area behind the grassy knoll fence was a parking lot for railroad employees. 
Holt said he was supplied with a key to the entrance gate (Lee Bowers saw an 
Oldsmobile station wagon prior to the assassination). BeMnd the fence ^ . „* 

Holt said, he met Montoya (Roberts) and Harrelson a-J 

provided them with handguns and both Secret Service (9 sets) and Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (2 sets) I.D., keeping one ATF I.D. for himself. . ^ . -i • ^ 

When the shots were fired. Holt said he was behind the pergola, 
identif^the shooters. Craig noted that Holt becomes vague about anything 
thlJ^is no statute of limitations. Holt ran to the railroad yards, as arranged and 
joined Rogers and Harrelson in the ninth boxcar behind an 

depart. Seeing them, Lee Bowers ordered the train not to leave an^d contacted police. 

The Channel 2 police radio dispatcher broadcast (1:43 p.m. ): 

north-bound freight train there in the yard, but they want to shake it down fi 

^^^°'"police found^tL’ three in the boxcar. They identified 

ATF undercover agents. Shortly after their arrival at the Sheriff s Department, 
their release was^ ordered by FBI SAIC Gordon Shanklin. Holt said they separated, to 
ieet later at the Campisi-owned Cabana Motel, but he missed 

The pilot had gone to Red Bird Airport before the assassination, the xfp® 

headed there, so Holt got a ride with Mob courier Eugene Brading, and the 
back to Grace Ranch. Craig said FBI documents indicate that agents combed small 
airstrips on the Southwest looking for any record of a Chuck Bog®rs. 

Holt said he continued working as a forger, as well as doing jobs for t*^® ^ 
until the Agency dropped him in 1975. Suddenly, he began developing ^ 
record again (he had been kept off NCIC until that point), and felt bitter 
betrayed.^ He said he also got tired of being identified as E. Howard ^® 

tramp photos, and felt that Oswald's daughters should know the truth, that their 

^^^^^Holt*s^reliability^1s" n^ certain. Lois Gibson felt that his identification of 
the three tramps is verified by all points of identification. Holt has given eight 
hours of videotaped deposition, which have been given to the Assassination 
Information Center in Dallas. Craig said the Houston Police have verified Holt s 

Clearly^ neither the Tom Wilson presentation nor the Craig/Rogers/Gibson 
presentation can simply be taken at face value, but both ^PP®®!". 
deserve further study. If the data from both can be confirmed, the ASK conference 
may have seen a turning point in this case. 

SOURCES: The two Tom Wilson articles cited above; the author’s 33 typed pages of 

notes from the ASK conference sessions; a press release issued by Craig and Rogers in 
connection with their presentation; the Critics Transcript of the Dallas Police Radio 
Tapes; Ramparts Vietnam Primer pp. 26-31; Anthony Summers, Conspiracy (1981, 
McGraw-Hill) p. 321. 

*216 N. Webster Apt 2, Saginaw, MI 48602 
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